Shown on six screens!
Court Theater
1216 Court Street

Pit and Balcony Community Theatre
805 N. Hamilton Street

The Saginaw Club (two screens)
219 N. Washington Avenue

First Congregational Church
403 S. Jefferson Street

Hoyt Library
505 Janes Avenue

NOVEMBER 8–11, 2012

Independent Films n Foreign films
Lunafest Film Festival n Documentaries n Short Films
www.riversidesaginawfilmfestival.org

FEATURE FILMS
Bernie

USA, 2011, comedy/crime/drama,
PG-13, 104 min.

In small-town Texas, the local mortician
(Jack Black) strikes up a friendship with
a wealthy widow (Shirley MacLaine).
And when he kills her, he goes to great
lengths to create the illusion that she’s
alive. Sponsored by Saginaw Medical
Federal Credit Union
“The director surpasses himself in this
true story.” –Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times
Blackthorn

Spain, 2011, western, R, 92 min.

In Bolivia, Butch Cassidy – now calling
himself James Blackthorn (Sam
Shepard) – pines for one last sight of
home; an adventure that aligns him with
a young robber, gangs and lawmen.
Based on the legend that Butch and
the Sundance Kid were not killed in a
shootout in Bolivia. Sponsored by the
Public Libraries of Saginaw
“It ain’t Paul Newman and Robert Redford, but it ain’t bad”
– Tom Long, Detroit News.
Farewell, My Queen

France, 2012, drama/history,
R, 100 min.

A look at the relationship
between Marie Antoinette
and one of her ladies in
waiting – and the passions,
debauchery, nobility and
chaos that engulfed the court – in the final days before the
French Revolution.
“Matching the strength of the actresses and their personal
drama is the film’s masterful sense of time and place.”
– Kenneth Turan, Los Angeles Times
The Giant
Mechanical Man

USA, 2012, comedy/drama, PG-13,
94 min.

An offbeat romantic comedy
about a street performer who
paints himself silver and the
soft-spoken zoo worker who
falls for him. Filmed in Detroit.
“It won’t change your life but it might lighten your heart.”
– Tom Long, Detroit News
Hysteria

UK, 2011, comedy/romance,
R, 100 min.

A surprising story about how
Dr. Mortimer Granville (Hugh
Dancy) devised the invention
of the first vibrator in the name
of medical science, at the very
peak of Victorian prudishness.
Also stars Maggie Gyllenhal, Jonathan Pryce. Sponsored
by Mondays at 7 Book Club/ David and Audrey Lewis.
“Good vibrations all around.” – Steven Rea, Philadelphia Inquirer
In Darkness

Poland/Germany, 2012, drama,
R, 145 min

Based on a true story, a
sewer worker and petty thief
in a Nazi occupied Polish city
encounters a group of Jews
trying to avoid capture. For
money, he hides them in the
labyrinth of the town’s sewers and thus begins an unlikely
alliance. Oscar nominee for best foreign language film.
“When it’s over, you’ll be relieved to come up for air.
You’ll also be glad you took the plunge down under.”
– Chris Vognar, Dallas Morning News

The Intouchables

A Separation

A rich Paris quadriplegic
seeks a live-in caretaker.
A young offender from the
projects is hired. And a close
friendship blossoms. Cesar,
Tokyo Film Festival winner.
Sponsored by Delta Public Broadcasting.
“The superb actors demolish stereotypes about race and social
class by finding a common humanity in their characters. Acting this
good forgives a lot of sins.” –Peter Travers, Rolling Stone

Set in contemporary Iran,
a married couple faces a
difficult decision – improve the
life of their child by moving
to another country or to
stay in Iran and look after a
deteriorating parent who has Alzheimer’s. Won an Oscar and
Golden Globe for best foreign film; long list of film festival/film
critic honors.
Sponsored by Nels and Judith Andersen.
“These people seem so real they might live next door.
And they probably do.” – Tom Long, Detroit News

France, 2011, comedy/drama/
biography, R, 112 min.

Monsieur Lazhar

Canada, 2011, comedy/drama,
PG-13, 94 min.

At a Montréal public grade
school, an Algerian immigrant
is hired to replace a popular
teacher who committed
suicide in her classroom.
While helping his students deal with their grief, his own
recent loss is revealed. Nominated for a best foreign
language film Oscar. Sponsored by Janet I. Martineau.
“One of the film’s qualities is that it has no simple questions and
simple answers.” – Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times
My Best Enemy

Germany, 2011, drama/comedy, NR, 109 min.

Two lifelong Austrian friends find themselves divided when,
as World War II begins, one joins the Nazis and betrays the
other who is Jewish-- setting in motion a twisting chain of
events involving fake art, reversed identities, romance and
inept Nazis.
Polisse

France, 2011, crime/drama,
NR, 127 min.

A journalist on the police
beat is assigned to cover
the daily lives of a tight-knit
team of men and women
working in the Child Protection
Unit of the Parisian police. Featuring an ensemble cast
of French actors. Cannes winner. Sponsored by First
Congregational Church.
“It’s messy, boring, funny, suspenseful, touching, jubilant
and tragic.” – Michael O’ Sullivan, Washington Post
Robot and Frank

USA, 2012, science fiction/fantasy,
PG-13, 90 min.

A retired and aging cat burglar
(Frank Langella) receives a
walking, talking humanoid
robot programmed to improve
his physical and mental
health. And soon the two companions are up to no good.
Also in the film are Susan Sarandon and Liv Tyler. Sundance
winner.
“It hits all the right notes – romantic, fantastic, tragic and sweet.”
– Tom Long, Detroit News
To Rome With Love

USA, 2012, comedy/romance,
R, 112 min.

Written and directed by
Woody Allen, and set in
Rome, the film intertwines the
stories of a worker who wakes
up to find himself a celebrity,
an architect who takes a trip back to the street he lived on
as a student, a young couple on their honeymoon, and a
frustrated opera director who has a talent for discovering
talented singers.
“Allen’s story moves along quite wonderfully,
primarily because of his nuanced casting.”
– Ricardo Baca, Denver Post

Iran, 2011, drama, PG-13, 123 min.

Take This Waltz

Canada, 2011, comedy/drama,
R, 116 min.

A happily married woman
(Michelle Williams) falls for
the artist who lives across the
street and they steal steamy
summer moments in Toronto.
Written and directed by Sarah Polley.
“Polley, an actress herself, depicts the giddy, fleeting and illusory
nature of new love, and lets us get caught up in it too.”
– Christy Lemire, The Associated Press
Women on the 6th Floor
France, 2010, comedy,
NR, 104 min.

In 1960s Paris, an uptight
stockbroker absorbed in his
work lives peacefully with his
neurotic socialite wife while
their children are away at
boarding school. The couple’s world is turned upside-down
when they hire a Spanish maid. Cesar winner.
Sponsored by Delta Public Broadcasting.
“This is a pleasant movie, even-tempered, and a
romantic fantasy. It works.”
– Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times

cost
$6 Single Admission

Plan to buy your ticket at least 20 minutes ahead of showtime to alleviate possible lines. Cash and checks only.

$40 Festival Pass

Purchased by Wednesday, Nov. 7.

$45 Festival Pass

Purchased during the run of the festival.
Cash and checks only.
Festival pass entitles holder to enter all films
and related events. Passes do not guarantee
a seat in venues with limited seating.
Pre-festival passes and single tickets are on
sale through Paypal on our web site:
www.riversidesaginawfilmfestival.org. Tickets on sale at film sites during festival accept cash and checks only; no credit cards.
For reviews of movies and last-minute movie
or schedule changes during the week of the
festival, visit our Facebook page.

DOCUMENTARIES
Ai Weiwei-Never Sorry

USA, 2012, documentary, 91 min.

AI Weiwei is Chinaʼs most
famous international artist
and one of its most outspoken
domestic critics. Against strict
censorship, he expresses
himself and organizes people
through art and social media. Chinese authorities have shut
down his blog, beat him up, bulldozed his studio and held
him in detention. Sundance winner. Sponsored by Cinda
and Randall Schantz.
Between the Folds

USA, 2008, documentary, 56 min.

Through their determination
to reinterpret the world in
paper, fine artists and eccentric
scientists (from MIT and
NASA) devote their lives to the
creation of modern origami.
Peabody, Indie Spirit winner; has played 45 film festivals.
Following both showings, representatives of the Japanese
Cultural Center and Tea House will offer patrons a chance to
make two origami pieces and will demonstrate and display
more difficult ones. Film and origami supplies sponsored
by Glastender, Inc.
First Position

USA, 2011, documentary, 90 min.

Six young dancers (ages 9-19)
from around the world prepare
for the Youth America Grand
Prix, one of the worldʼs most
prestigious ballet competitions.
Toronto International Film
Festival winner. Sponsored by Gene and Shirley Nuckolls.
“A glossy documentary about a multicultural collection of young
ballet dancers striving to secure awards, scholarships, and job
contracts.” – Nick Schager, Village Voice

Honor Flight Michigan,
The Legacy Documentary
USA, 2012, documentary, 90 min.

Moviemakers Jon Mellow of
Royal Oak and Gabe Downey
of Huntington Woods captured
footage and conducted
interviews of the Honor Flights project which pays all
expenses for World War II veterans to visit the World War II
Memorial in Washington, D.C. At the 6pm Saturday showing
at Pit & Balcony, Michael Cameron, the son of the Honor
Flight founder, will discuss the flights and their legacy.
Sponsored by the Public Libraries of Saginaw.
Marley

Save KLSD

USA, 2012, documentary, 100 min.

Saginaw native Jennifer C.
Douglas, a 1982 graduate of
what is now Heritage High
School, is this film’s writer, coproducer and cinematographer.
She will attend both of its
showings and will talk about the film, the issue it addresses
(the increasing lack of local, diverse radio in America due to
media consolidation and its impact on democracy), and her
career in news and media production. In the “KLSD” footage
are Phil Donahue, Rachel Maddow, Ed Schultz and Bill
Moyers. Sponsored by Joseph and Kristan Madison.

USA, 2012, documentary, PG-13, 144 min.

Searching for Sugar Man

The Queen of Versailles

Two South Africans set out
to discover what happened
to their musical hero, the
mysterious 1970s folk singer/
songwriter Sixto Rodriguez –
who, it turns out, was living in Detroit and had no idea the
role his music had played in the anti-apartheid movement.
Sundance, Tribeca winner.
Sponsored by Leslie and Sherri Gregory.
“A rock documentary that goes way behind the
music to tell a story that seems pure urban legend.”
–Ty Burr, Boston Globe

The story of the Jamaican musician and
social/political prophet. Made with the
support of the Marley family, the film
features rare footage, performances,
and revelatory interviews with the people
who knew the international star best.
Sponsored by Saginaw 12/Goodrich
Quality Theaters.
“This is a story worth telling and the film
does it justice. Marley may or may not have been perfect, but he
was certainly fascinating.”
– Tom Long, Detroit News
USA, 2012, documentary, 100 min.

Director Lauren Greenﬁeld
follows a billionaire couple as
they begin construction on a
90,000-square-foot Florida
mansion inspired by Versailles.
But within two years their
empire falters as the economy tanks. Sundance winner.
Sponsored by David and Audrey Lewis.
“I disapprove of the values (the couple) represent, but I also
ﬁnd them fascinating and just slightly lovable.”
– Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times

SPECIAL EVENTS
LUNAFEST
A traveling film festival of award-winning short films by, for and about women.
On the tour this year are nine films dealing with chemotherapy, getting
dumped, a gymnast, a mother and daughter selling tacos, a bicycle designer,
a shy photographer and a day at the river. Runs 90 minutes.
At the 6pm Saturday showing, at First Congregational, the evening also will
include refreshments and a showing of a 30-minute film by Saginawian Kelly
Coffey. Titled “Chick Book,” it finds a sports-loving guy expecting Detroit Tigers
tickets from his girlfriend for his birthday – but instead receiving a life-changing
book. Coffey also will speak briefly about filmmaking and answer questions.
Just the Lunafest films also show at 3pm Thursday at Hoyt Library. Proceeds benefit the Saginaw Underground Railroad. Sponsored by First Congregational Church.

Short Film Contest
Short films submitted to our contest from around the nation and overseas are shown in two installments, at
3pm Friday and Saturday at the Saginaw Club, with those attending each showing voting on their favorites
in three categories. A panel of judges also will vote on their top selections. The winners are announced
and shown at 6pm Sunday at First Congregational, with refreshments included. Sponsored by the Jury
Foundation

SAGINAW 72 CONTEST
During a 72-hour period Oct. 12-14, filmmakers (single or in teams) were given a topic, a prop and a line or
two of script and had to write, cast, film, edit and submit a 3- to 5-minute short. See their results, and learn
who wins, at noon Sunday at First Congregational.

UK/Sweden, 2012, documentary,
86 min.

Waste Land

USA, 2010, documentary, 95 min.

Artist Vik Muniz journeys
from his home base in
Brooklyn to his native Brazil
and the world’s largest
dump, working there with the
dump’s scavengers to create
photographic images of themselves out of the garbage. A
story of the transformative power of art. Nominated for a
best documentary Oscar; winner at numerous film festivals.
Sponsored by the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, who
will lead a panel discussion after both showings.
“It’s sheer pleasure watching Muniz work – seeing him seized by
mad impulses of delight.” – Stephen Cole, Toronto Globe and Mail
Yogawoman

USA, 2011, documentary, 84 min.

Yoga was brought to the
west from India by a lineage
of male teachers. Now there
are women leading the way,
radically changing the lives of
people who are ill, in prisons,
struggling with body image and stressed. Filmed in nine
countries, featuring 50 of the world’s leading experts. Annette
Bening narrates. Sponsored by Penny Nickle.

schedule
Court Theatre
Saginaw Club
Saginaw Club
First Congregational
Pit & Balcony
Hoyt Library
			
3rd Floor
2nd Floor
Church
Thursday
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12:00 pm
Yogawoman
First Position
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3:00 pm
Ai Wei Wei
Lunafest
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6:00 pm
Farewell, My Queen
Between the Folds
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9:00
pm
Hysteria
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Friday
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12:00 pm
Farewell, My Queen
Ai Wei Wei
A Separation
Waste Land
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3:00
pm
Queen
Of
Versailles
Short
Film
1
Marley
Bernie
First Position
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6:00 pm
Robot and Frank
Save KLSD
Between the Folds
Women on 6th Floor
Searching for Sugar Man
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9:00 pm
My Best Enemy
Take This Waltz
Blackthorn
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Saturday
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12:00 pm
Hysteria
Searching for Sugar Man
Queen of Versailles
In Darkness
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3:00 pm
Intouchables
Polisse
Short Film 2
Monsieur Lazhar
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6:00 pm
To Rome with Love
Monsieur Lazhar
Take This Waltz
Lunafest/Saginaw
Honor Flight
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Short/Discussion
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9:00 pm
My Best Enemy
Blackthorn
Giant Mechanical Man
Women on 6th Floor
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sunday
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12:00 pm
Intouchables
Honor Flight
Polisse
Saginaw 72
Waste Land
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3:00 pm
To Rome with Love
Bernie
Giant Mechanical Man Marley
Save KLSD
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6:00 pm
Robot and Frank
Yogawoman
A Separation
Short Film Winners
In Darkness
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Showings at The Saginaw Club

Showings include free parking in the Club lot. Enter
building by SIDE door closest to Washington Ave. Films
shown on second and third floor; elevator available.

Parking for First Congregational Church

Parking is at back of church and on the grass across the
road. Entrance is through back door off parking lot.

Handicapped entrance for Hoyt Library is at the
Warren/Janes entrance. Do not park in Castle Museum lot.

major donors

The Morley Foundation
Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation
Jury Foundation
Audrey and David Lewis
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